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chase at the same high rate, in order to keep the natives from joining the English party. F>ut even this did not prevent numerous partial insurrections in different places, which ren-dered all communication with France extremely diflieult. Armed bands continually earned off our dispensed soldiers; and the presence of the British troops, supported by the money they spent in the country, excited the inhabitants against us ; for it is impossible to suppose that, unsupported by the English, Portugal could have held out a single moment against France. But battles, bad weather, and even want, had so reduced the French force that it was absolutely necessary our troops should repose when their enterprises could lead to no results. In this state of things Massena was recalled, because his health was so materially injured as to render it impossible for him to exert sufficient activity to restore the army to a respectable footing.
Under these circumstances Bonaparte sent Bertram! into Illyria to take the place of Marmonl, who wan ordered in his turn to relieve Massena and take the command of the French army in Portugal. Marmont on assuming the command found the troops in a deplorable state. The difficulty of procuring provisions was extreme, and the means he WOK compelled to employ for that purpose greatly heightened the evil; at the same time insubordination and want of discipline prevailed to such an alarming degree that it would be as difficult as painful to depict-the situation of our army at this period, Marmont, by his steady conduct, fortunately succeeded in correcting the disorders which prevailed, and very soon found huniwlf at the head of a well-organized army, amounting to 30,000 infantry, with forty pieces of artillery, but he had only a very small body of cavalry, and those ill-mounted.
Affairs in Spain at the commouccment of 1811 exhibited an aspect not very different from, those of Portugal. At firat we were uniformly successful, but our advantages were so dearly purchased that the ultimate issue of this struggle might easily have been foreseen, because when a people fight for their homes and their liberties the invading army must gradually diminish, while at the same time the armed population, em-h trm>pi could not have the spirit of a homogeneous army.
